[Chronic Chlamydia pneumonia infection in patients with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease].
The aim of our study was to evaluate the frequency of Chlamydia pneumoniae infection (especially chronic infection) in COPD patients. Microimmunofluorescence method has been applied Chlamydia pneumoniae Micro-IF test (Labsystems) has been used. The levels of specific IgG, IgA and IgM have been estimated in patients' serum. According to serologic criteria, 64.1% of COPD patients and 20.5% of healthy controls appeared to be chronically infected with Chlamydia pneumoniae (p < 0.001). Taking in account COPD severity, persistent Chlamydia pneumoniae infection has been present in 68.2%, 57.1%, and 50% of patients with severe, moderate and mild COPD, respectively. Our study has revealed that chronic Chlamydia pneumoniae infection occurs more frequently in COPD patients than in healthy controls and in patients with severe COPD than in ones with mild and moderate disease. It is possible that persistent Chlamydia pneumoniae infection can initiate or amplify inflammatory reactions in the respiratory tract. The results suggest a need to diagnose chronic Chlamydia pneumoniae infection in COPD patients and, if confirmed, to take an attempt of antimicrobial therapy.